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Repld Transit Committee
' Recently, I was appointed a
member of the Rapid. Transit
Gommittee, which is a sub-com-
mittee of th; Assembly Trans.

mittee. We are supposed to
make a study of rapid transit,
particularly in - Los Angeles
County, and then recommend to
the California Legislature - the
enactment of laws which will
enable the various eommunities
Los Angeles County to
eventually solve their transpor-
tation problems.
‘ What ¥ Rapid Transit?
The first thing we must de-
¢lde is: “What is rapid trans-
it?” Personally, I think it
means mass transportation by
¥ail, through a subway, on the
Surface, on elevated tracks, on
a mororail; but by .all means

by rail, at high speed, wlth_ ;

short intervals of time " be-
,‘tween trains and with what the
engineers call “headway opera-
tion,” and not on a fixed sched-
ule of arrivals and departures.
When we say “mass ‘trans-
portation,” we mean .the move-
ment of people in greater num-
YBers in any given period of
. fime than by any other means
of transportation, such as priv-
ate automobile, or kuses.
A New York Figures
;Jn  New York, one single:
track of a rapid transit line can
earry 50,000 people per hour,
. whereas (large modern, high-
s street cars under normal
mdmons cannot carry more
an 13,500 people; one lane of
‘automobiles on a freeway can-
t carry more than 2,500
people; buses can carry only
9,000 and automobiles on the|
street surface 1,575 people.
Translating these figures into
other terms, it requires 20 lanes
of freeway for automobiles to
earry as many passengers as
one line of New York' rapid
transit system. 3
Subway Rapid Transit
The ideal form of rapid trans-
‘it is the subway because it does
not interfere with street traffic,
reduce the Nght, air and access
to , along the route.
However, the cost of building a
subway is very great, most of
which is due to high wages. A

. depression would be a good
{ime to build a subway, but not
& boom period.

Elevated Rapid Transit

The elevated railways that
many of wus remember were
mostly built about 1880, They
were noisy and today they can
not safely support the _ all
m:t;l, highspeed cars, 'The
modern elevated railways have
‘a concrete flooring with ballast-
€d track and make little noise.
They can be built so that they
do not inferfere very much with
\surface transportation. The cost
I8 less than that' of a subway.
¥ Mon
| The monorail system is one

here the cars are suspended

m above, This type can be
d in a subway, or on the
. Surface. It need not interfere
1&wmy with other transporta-
- Hon. This type has been operat-
Léd successfully in Europe for at
st  thirty years, The cost ean
be as low as that of the elevat.
railway, and perhaps less,
sion Should be Made Soon
* 'We should decide about yapid
[ fransit soon, before more free-
ays and superhighways are
_built, hecause the route- for. al
pid transit system should go
wn the middle of the freeway
_Under some circumstances. If
the rapid transit system s add-
ed after the freeway is built,
the costs are much higher, as-
i width of
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wnder eondi-
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